Thomas E. Neal
July 24, 1938 - December 21, 2018

Remembering the life and legacy of a selfless public servant, entrepreneur, practical joker,
funeral director, politician, mentor, and an extraordinary husband, dad and pappy, Thomas
E. Neal. Tom passed from this life with loved ones by his side on the morning of
December 21, 2018, at the age of 80. A lifelong resident of Martinsville, Tom was the
oldest son born to the late Floyd Chester “Curly” and Mildred Irene (Bothwell) Neal. He
was born at the Morgan County Memorial Hospital on Sunday, July 24, 1938.
After graduating from Martinsville High School with the class of 1956, Tom enlisted in the
Indiana National Guard serving alongside many of his high school friends for the following
ten years. In 1957, after working part-time at local funeral home, Cure & Hensley, as the
“yard and errand boy”, Tom’s fascination and interest in the funeral industry prompted him
to pursue an education in funeral service. He attended Indiana College of Mortuary
Science in Indianapolis, graduating in 1960 with dual licenses, as a funeral director and
embalmer. Later that same year, he married the love of his life, Sonja Rebecca “Becky”
Cragen on December 17, 1960 at Bluff Creek Christian Church in Bargersville, Indiana.
The newly married couple moved to Bloomington where Tom had accepted a position as a
funeral director at Greene & Harrell Funeral Home. After six years in Bloomington, Tom’s
love for his community coupled with his skill in funeral service led him back to Martinsville
to pursue his dream… his own funeral home. In April of 1967, he opened Neal &
Summers Mortuary. Tom was a well-respected, compassionate and generous funeral
director, serving countless families throughout his career. At the age of 62, he graciously
embraced retirement and sold the funeral home to his daughters, Mia and Nichelle.
Over the course of his 40-year career, Tom also volunteered his time, energy and
expertise to countless community projects, boards, philanthropies and committees. He
was elected Morgan County Coroner and served a total of sixteen years, as well as, the
MSD of Martinsville School Board, totaling eight years. In addition to serving as county
coroner, he served as a deputy under the direction of three other elected coroners. Tom
served on the First National Bank board of directors for many years, the Foxcliff Estates
board of directors, past president of the United Way, Washington Township precinct
committeeman, a life member of the Martinsville Elks Lodge #1349, Martinsville American
Legion Post #230, Martinsville Moose Lodge, Masonic Lodge #74 F & AM, Scottish Rite

Valley Indianapolis, Murat Shrine and a charter member and past president of the Morgan
County Shrine Club. He was a qualified Mortuary Disaster Coordinator with FEMA a
lifetime member of the Indiana Funeral Directors Association and a longtime member of
the First Christian Church in Martinsville.
Tom’s career in funeral service and his commitment to his community are merely the
beginning of his accomplishments. During the late 1960’s and 1970’s, Tom and other local
funeral directors ran ambulance service to area residents. The stories of lives saved, and
medical transportation provided at no cost are endless! Additionally, he and his wife,
Becky, were a dynamic-business duo. The two built Neal’s Mini-Warehousing and DeCorner Liquor Store both in Martinsville and owned and operated rental properties, TB
Realty Company, for over 25 years. They also built homes in Martinsville, one of which
Tom himself built and donated to Habitat for Humanity.
With ambitious commitment and hard work, Tom maintained a lifestyle of purpose,
success, fun and love for his family and friends. From suits to jeans and ties to flannels,
he was a simple man with a huge heart, perhaps to a fault! He would give you the shirt off
his back and the last dollar in his pocket. He was an exquisite carpenter and could build
ANYTHING! He absolutely loved woodworking, was a master at telling jokes, enjoyed
playing cards, socializing, entertaining, NASCAR, and traveling. Above all, he adored his
wife and his family!
Tom will be missed by many including his wife of 58 years, Becky Neal; three daughters,
Cynthia “Dawn” Crone (husband, David), Mia Roann Neal and Nichelle Monique Dalton
(husband, Eric) all of Martinsville; four grandchildren, Lyviair Rebecclynn Losh (husband,
Jeff), Beau James McClish, Lebany Monique and Meredith Shae Dalton; three great
grandchildren, Greye Allen and Melina Rebecclynn Losh and Callum William McClish; and
two brothers, John C. Neal (wife, Cathy) of Martinsville and Stephen B. Neal (wife, Linda)
of Louisville, KY.
Family and friends are invited to a service of celebration on Saturday, December 29th
beginning at 11:00 am and visitation on Friday, December 28th from 4:00 pm – 8:00 pm at
Neal & Summers Funeral and Cremation Center in Martinsville. Tom will be laid to rest
following the service in New South Park Cemetery, Martinsville.
The Neal family has requested that donations be made in lieu of flowers to the Shriners
Hospital for Children in Tom’s memory at https://donate.lovetotherescue.org.
Condolences and memories may be shared with the family online at
www.nealandsummers.com
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Neal & Summers Mortuary - December 27, 2018 at 09:20 PM

“

Tom u will be missed , it was an honor to be able to help take care of you!
Donna Hammack
Donna Hammack - December 28, 2018 at 11:07 AM

“

Becky and girls,
Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. Tom was a wonderful person and will be missed
greatly. Just think of the reunion he's been having in heaven. God bless you all. Love you
Kim and Kay Selch
Kim Selch - January 05 at 07:19 PM

“

Dear Becky & family we are so sorry for your loss. We will always have Tom in our
hearts. His kindness & welcoming hospitality will be missed. May he RIP & God
grand you all the strength to celebrate the beautiful life you shared with him.
Rick & Maria Rodriguez, & all the Castañeda family.

Maria Castañeda-Rodriguez - December 30, 2018 at 12:17 PM

“

Dearest Becky and family: As I sat in your mortuary on Dec. 20 mourning Richard
Hamilton's death, I learned of Tom's dire physical condition. Way too many deaths
during what should have been a joyous holiday season. It's so shallow to say we're
sorry for your loss, but it's the only words available. We understand the loss of a
husband and father personally. May God bring you all brighter days and lighter
hearts in due time. You have so many friends walking this journey of life with you
who care and will help in any way possible. Hugs. Karen for the Lesser Family

Karen Smith - December 29, 2018 at 10:21 AM

“

So so sorry for your loss

Ginny Gill - December 29, 2018 at 05:38 AM

“

Loved Tom... what a wonderful man!
My life has been enriched because of knowing this man and his family.

Martha - December 28, 2018 at 08:51 PM

“

Allyson (Williams) Wagaman lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Allyson (Williams) Wagaman - December 28, 2018 at 09:19 AM

“

Tom always treated me like family and I enjoyed the time I spent with him and Becky at
their home. He raised 3 beautiful, respected daughters and I looked up to him like a fatherfigure myself.
RIP Tom. I will see you again someday.
Sending his family peace, comfort and love during this difficult time.
Allyson
Allyson (Williams) Wagaman - December 28, 2018 at 09:22 AM

“

20+ years ago Tom Neal didn’t know me from Adam but took a chance and hired my
fledgling company to do HVAC work at his funeral home. Over the years, that call
from Tom turned into a large account as well as a lasting friendship with him and his
family. I enjoyed working for Tom because he appreciated what I did and it was a
chance to visit with a friend at the same time, sometimes the visit might last longer
than the job. Tom was a really great guy, I don’t recall anyone ever saying they didn’t
like Tom Neal. I consider myself lucky to have known him.

Tom Land
Tom Land - December 27, 2018 at 07:44 PM

“

250 files added to the album LifeTributes

Neal & Summers Mortuary - December 27, 2018 at 07:41 PM

“

Nina-George Shelton lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Nina-George Shelton - December 27, 2018 at 07:00 PM

“

“

Thanks for always being there for me, your support, and help..Prayers to your family..
Nina-George Shelton - December 27, 2018 at 07:03 PM

Mia and Nichelle - What a pleasure to read all the memories of your dad listed here.
May these memories and all the stories of this good man warm your hearts forever
and bring you and your family comfort and joy now and always.

Jim Bauschke and the staff at Life Story - December 27, 2018 at 02:12 PM

“

Gary And Angela Wilson lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Gary and Angela Wilson - December 27, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“

“

What a great man!! Blessed to have known him. RIP Tom, you will be forever missed!
Gary and Angela Wilson - December 27, 2018 at 12:11 PM

Becky, sorry to hear of your loss. Our deepest sympathy to you and your family. We
have many good memories of times with Tom and you at IFDA. Prayers for your
comfort at this difficult time.

Robert Shelby - December 27, 2018 at 09:29 AM

“

Words can't discribe the respect and admiration I have for Tom. We had so many
good time's laughing and joking. I truly loved hanging out with Tom. He was a man of
great talent and knowlage, I will cherish the found memories! God bless you Tom
Tim Thacker

Tim - December 27, 2018 at 08:34 AM

“

Gods Grace to you all. My parents adored Tom and Becky and I've known them
since I was a kid.Tom always had a smile and if the time was right, a good laugh was
guaranteed. Tom was thoughtful, kind and generous of his time, efforts and of
himself. A genuine person. I'll miss him.

Doug Arthur - December 27, 2018 at 07:38 AM

“

Our deepest condolences go out to the Neal family for their lose. I worked with Tom
while he was a school board member, and his heart was all ways with students and
the community. He will be greatly missed.
Earl and Linda Williams

Dr. Earl Williams - December 26, 2018 at 05:07 PM

“

Tom Neal was an amazing man!!! Being a close friend of my parents, I was intrigued
by him as a funeral director so much, I became a funeral director 30 years ago!
Thank you, Tom, for the inspiration to become what I am today!!!!

Kurt Baade - December 26, 2018 at 01:57 PM

“

Tom was a great friend to my parents and family. Sorry for your loss. He will be
missed by many. Prayers for the families.

Debbie Burns - December 26, 2018 at 12:30 PM

“

Our sincere condolences to Tom’s family and friends. He was a great man and an
asset to the community. His friendly smile will be missed.

David McSwane - December 26, 2018 at 09:38 AM

“

Terri Thacker Gilbreath lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Terri Thacker Gilbreath - December 26, 2018 at 08:40 AM

“

Dawn Stafford lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Dawn Stafford - December 26, 2018 at 08:20 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. What a wonderful man! He was a great friend to my Dad.
Prayers for you all!

Mindy Mackin - December 26, 2018 at 08:20 AM

“

Tom was a wonderful person and I will never forget how kind he was. When I was in
Jr. High School a good friend of mine had a sister who passed away. The family was
unable to afford much of a service and Tom saw to it that she had a beautiful service
at no charge. That really said it all about him and who he was. That was many years
ago but I still remember his goodness and kindness for that family.

Libby Arnold - December 26, 2018 at 07:38 AM

“

So sorry.for your.loss. Prayers to the family.

Linda Turner - December 26, 2018 at 06:22 AM

“

Condolences to the family...Prayers for all..

Emma Burdine - December 25, 2018 at 07:43 PM

“

Prayers for the Tom Neal family!

Brian Payton - December 25, 2018 at 07:10 AM

“

Prayers for you all

Diane Grenier-Phillips - December 24, 2018 at 01:42 PM

“

Mia, Nichelle, Dawn and everyone. I am so sorry about Tom's passing. I will always
remember him as a fun loving, wonderful man. He and Becky were always
welcoming and tolerant of our shenanigans!

Brenda Brosius Arthur - December 24, 2018 at 10:40 AM

“

Nichelle, I am so very sorry for the loss of your Dad. Praying for you and your family.

Shelli Hazel - December 23, 2018 at 10:36 PM

“

Ladonna Whedon lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Ladonna Whedon - December 23, 2018 at 08:03 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Prayers for the family.

Robin Koch - December 23, 2018 at 06:57 PM

“

Sheryl And Floyd Wade lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Sheryl and Floyd Wade - December 23, 2018 at 04:36 PM

“

Shirley Lindemann lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Shirley Lindemann - December 23, 2018 at 11:07 AM

“

RIP, Tom Neal. Praying for peace and comfort for your family.

Gerri Guy - December 22, 2018 at 07:28 PM

“

Condolences to the Neal family.

Holly Buskirk - December 22, 2018 at 06:19 PM

“

We want you all to know your in our thoughts and prayers, he will be greatly missed.

Roy & Stacy Thompson - December 22, 2018 at 04:15 PM

“

I am saddened at the news of his passing. Tom was a friend and a good guy who
could always bring a smile to my face. My thoughts are with Becky, Nichelle and Mia
and their families. Tom will be greatly missed in our community. God Bless.

Chris Burnham - December 22, 2018 at 02:38 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss at this time of the year i am sure gonna miss him like i
know u will i love u all if u need anything please call me. Love you all Shelia Smith

Shelia F. Smith - December 22, 2018 at 11:22 AM

“

Dearest Neal Family,
I am so sorry for your loss and want to send love and blessings to you. Di Moran and
Joey, Eric, and Skylar.

Diana Moran - December 22, 2018 at 04:46 AM

“

Morgan County Shrine Club lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Morgan County Shrine Club - December 22, 2018 at 12:59 AM

“

You are all in our thoughts and prayers. God Bless

Dawn and Darrell Gray - December 21, 2018 at 10:15 PM

“

What a great man who could make anyone smile & laugh with his crazy stories! He &
his family were wonderful friends of ours. My prayers, thoughts, and love are with the
family. Linda Shepherd

Linda Shepherd - December 21, 2018 at 09:54 PM

“

God bless the family during this difficult time. I can’t think of many people loved more
than Tom Neal.

Vicki Curry - December 21, 2018 at 09:51 PM

“

This is such a shock and so sad! I feel like I've been a part of this family for years,
having grown up with the girls and all. Forgive me but words fail me! Just know you
are loved, thought of highly and wil be prayed for continuously! Love you!
Carol (Ennis) Gillaspy

Carol Gillaspy - December 21, 2018 at 08:08 PM

“

He was a sweet man, I feel honored to have met him. Sending my love and
condolences to his family in their time of loss.

Mackenzie - December 21, 2018 at 08:02 PM

“

My heart breaks for Becky, Dawn, Mia and Nichelle. My prayers are with all of you.
judith harrell coe - December 21, 2018 at 09:58 PM

“

Mr Neal and his wife are the textbook definition of class and elegance. The entire
family are in my prayers during this difficult time.

Jennifer Calvert - December 21, 2018 at 07:43 PM

“

I don't know where to begin...He was an awesome man. I can't tell you how much he
loved and cared for our family at the "worst" times....he always showed our family
comfort, love and was a treasured friend. I can just imagine the "homecoming" he is
getting right now. I know someone who will search him out and give him a big smile
and say God has Blessed us.

Karen L Richardson - December 21, 2018 at 07:37 PM

“

Barbara A. Briant lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Barbara A. Briant - December 21, 2018 at 07:19 PM

“

Bob Strader sent a virtual gift in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Bob Strader - December 21, 2018 at 07:10 PM

“

Tammy Hamblin lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Tammy Hamblin - December 21, 2018 at 06:46 PM

“

Mia and family you are in my thoughts and prayers..

Tammy Woodall Brummett - December 21, 2018 at 06:44 PM

“

oh, tom ... the stories you can tell once you get settled!
our heartfelt prayers and condolences to one of Martinsville's finest. our prayers will
be not only for comfort to those who love him, but of gratitude for having known a
man as kind and considerate as he. rest peacefully my friend ...
Susan and Nelson Cramer

Susan Cramer - December 21, 2018 at 06:44 PM

“

My heart goes out to all the family with love and prayers. Tom was special to all his
friends and I always thought the world of him. May he rest in peace.

Sarah Sichting - December 21, 2018 at 06:27 PM

“

Nichelle, I’m sending you tons of love, strength, and support during this difficult time
for you and your family. My thoughts and prayers will be with you over the next few
days and into the new year Xoxoxo peace be with you all.

Ann-Marie Kieffer - December 21, 2018 at 05:40 PM

“

Teresa lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Teresa - December 21, 2018 at 05:06 PM

“

You will be missed Tom!! Prayers to the family. RIP

Barb Hovious. Sam Selburg - December 21, 2018 at 04:33 PM

“

What an incredible man, husband, father, and friend!! Always funny, always sweet
and kind, and yes he always smelled good. He raised 3 beautiful girls who he was
extremely proud of. I'm sure my dad will show him the ropes up there in heaven. Can
you imagine the conversations they are having now? ha ha... Love you girls...may
you find peace <3

Kim Ferran - December 21, 2018 at 03:41 PM

“

Glenda Powell lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Glenda Powell - December 21, 2018 at 03:40 PM

“

What a great man Mr Tom Neal! A scholar and gentleman that always smelled great
and had a smile! You will be forever missed! Girls I love you and I’m so sorry for this
huge loss!

shelly fink - December 21, 2018 at 03:25 PM

“

A true gentleman of good faith & family. May his spirit continue to live on. Bless all of
the family.

Lisa Trusty - December 21, 2018 at 03:13 PM

“

Robert D Zimmerman lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Robert D Zimmerman - December 21, 2018 at 02:53 PM

“

PRAYERS FOR ALL...I'M SO SORRY FOR YOUR LOST....

Emma Burdine - December 21, 2018 at 02:49 PM

“

My prayers to you all. Tom and my father went to mortuary college together and Tom
is the reason the Watson family moved to Martinsville. He was a good man and I
have many fond memories of him and the entire Neal family♡

Shani Asher - December 21, 2018 at 02:45 PM

“

What a great man, who raised three amazing ladies! RIP, Mr Neal.

Kim Christie - December 21, 2018 at 02:10 PM

“

My heart and prayers are with you all.

Hope Troutman - December 21, 2018 at 02:09 PM

“

Sending my prayers to Mia and family.

Robin Reid - December 21, 2018 at 01:55 PM

“

Robin Stewart lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Robin Stewart - December 21, 2018 at 01:51 PM

“

You ladies have always been so helpful to others in their time of need. I am so very
sorry that you are going through this. Please know that your family is in my thoughts
and prayers during this difficult time.

Barb Young - December 21, 2018 at 01:37 PM

“

My fourth grade year my family arrived in Martinsville. The first friend I made was
Mia! I have many precious memories of playing at their home and each one were so
kind and fun. A wonderful family who loves well. I am so sorry for your loss. Please
know we are praying for you all and may the peace of heaven comfort you.

Shelly Abney - December 21, 2018 at 01:30 PM

“

Joyce Kenworthy Hamblin lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Joyce Kenworthy Hamblin - December 21, 2018 at 01:24 PM

“

Rick Ogden lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Rick Ogden - December 21, 2018 at 01:08 PM

“

Robin Ferran lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Robin Ferran - December 21, 2018 at 01:01 PM

“
“

Prayers for the family
Robin Ferran - December 21, 2018 at 01:01 PM

Prayers for the family and friends
Joanna Crafton - December 21, 2018 at 01:46 PM

“

My heart goes go to the Neal family for loss of Tom.

Johnnie Belinda - December 21, 2018 at 12:44 PM

“

Virginia Gill lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

virginia gill - December 21, 2018 at 12:40 PM

“

RIP Tom, you we
Ere one of a kind!

Susan & Butch Fulford - December 21, 2018 at 12:27 PM

“

Jack Finney lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Jack Finney - December 21, 2018 at 12:18 PM

“

Janice Horton lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Janice Horton - December 21, 2018 at 12:15 PM

“
“

So very sorry to hear this!! He was such an amazing guy!!
Taffy Hooser - December 21, 2018 at 12:19 PM

Nichelle and Mia, I'm very sorry to hear about the loss of your father. I'm sure there are
many in your community you will comfort you! Don WIlliams
Don K Williams - December 21, 2018 at 01:14 PM

“

A great man, public servant and civic leader has left this Earth. I am thankful for the
footprints he left behind. He certainly filled the dashes between the beginning and end of
his life with a lot of worthwhile causes. Prayers to those he left behind. Tom was well loved.
Vickie Kivett - December 26, 2018 at 08:19 AM

“

Cindy Lehr lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Cindy Lehr - December 21, 2018 at 12:10 PM

“

Nena Brown lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Nena Brown - December 21, 2018 at 12:06 PM

“

MJ Sproles lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

MJ Sproles - December 21, 2018 at 11:59 AM

“

Bryan Wright lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Bryan Wright - December 21, 2018 at 11:59 AM

“

Caroll Barnett lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Caroll Barnett - December 21, 2018 at 11:44 AM

“

Dorla Green lit a candle in memory of Thomas E. Neal

Dorla green - December 21, 2018 at 11:38 AM

“

Tom was a good friend to my Brother, Bill Edwards. He spent a lot of good times at our
house and Tom would always treat me like I was one of the guys even though I just a little
kid. I believe Tom was also the basketball manager when Vinny Bisesi was the coach.
Charles Gardner - December 22, 2018 at 08:52 PM

“

Tom was such a good guy. Roger and I worked for him years ago. He was across the hall in
the nursing home from my sister Carol and I always went in to see him when I would go
see her. I will never forget him asking every time. How's your sis? We will miss you, Tom.

Rest in peace. You did good while on the earth!
Rita Laymon - December 24, 2018 at 12:34 PM

“

Tom Neal was one of a kind, one in a billion. May God bless his soul. Becky, Dawn, Mia &
Nichelle my prayers are with you through this time. Love you all.
Mary Ann Land
Mary Ann Land - December 27, 2018 at 03:54 PM

