Larry D. Bechtel
August 7, 1946 - March 8, 2018

Larry Dwayne Bechtel, 71, of Martinsville, passed from this life on March 8, 2018 at
Franciscan St. Francis Hospital in Indianapolis with his family by his side. He was born on
August 7, 1946 in Linton, Indiana; he was the only child born to the late Herman and Avis
(Gilbreath) Bechtel.
He graduated from Elnora High School in 1964. He attended Vincennes University,
received his bachelor’s degree at University of Indianapolis, attended Butler University,
and received his master’s degree in chemistry and mathematics from Purdue University.
He was a dedicated analytical chemist at Eli Lilly Company in Indianapolis for 37 years.
After his retirement from Eli Lilly, he worked 10 years at Cook Pharmaceuticals in
Bloomington. Of the Catholic faith, Larry was a member of St. Martin of Tours Catholic
Church in Martinsville.
Larry married his best friend, Renae Harry, on May 8, 1999. Together they enjoyed riding
their matching 2003 100th Anniversary Harley Davidsons; The two had put over 100,000
miles on their bikes with extensive traveling. He was a people person and had the ability
to talk to anyone. The family commented that they often had to wait on him to finish a
conversation with a stranger.
He will be forever missed and remembered by his family including his wife, Renae Bechtel
of Martinsville; daughters, Kimberly Bechtel of Franklin and Deena Nelis of Brownsburg;
step son, David Chan of Concord, CA; step daughter, Kelani (husband, Daniel Kennelly)
Chan and their son, Anders of Bethesda, MD; grandchildren, Maggie, Alex, and James;
and 3 great grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his parents and son, David Bechtel.
Family and friends are invited to visit on Monday, March 12, 2018 from 2:00 p.m. – 3:00
p.m. at Neal & Summers Funeral and Cremation Center in Martinsville. A memorial
service celebrating his life will begin at 3:00 p.m. at the funeral home. Immediately
following the service, there will be a gathering at the American Legion in Martinsville from
3:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. on Monday.
In lieu of flowers, the family has asked for contributions to be made in his memory to the
American Heart Association. Online condolences and memories can be shared with the
family at www.nealandsummers.com.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Neal & Summers Mortuary - March 12, 2018 at 01:10 PM

“

We've had a great honor to have Larry for our friend and neighbor for the past 14
years. Larry was great conversationalist, generous neighbor, and very kind friend.
Dear Larry, you will be greatly missed. Dear Renae, we are very sorry for your loss.
Peter, Denisa & Harry Bocukov

Denisa Bocukov - March 12, 2018 at 05:19 PM

“

We just found out about Larry's death. We are so sorry to learn that our neighbor has
passed. Renee, may God grant you comfort and peace in these difficult moments.
Rest in peace, Larry.
Mike and Eugenia Brown

Eugenia Brown - March 12, 2018 at 05:10 PM

“

82 files added to the album LifeTributes

Neal & Summers Mortuary - March 12, 2018 at 11:54 AM

“

Larry was a treasured friend to the entire Wright Family. Larry was such a genuine
soul, and the stories you'd hear when he and the Wright boys were together. Those
get times would last hours and hours. His presence will forever be missed by us.
Renae, Kim, Deanna you are in our thoughts and praye

Lisa Wright Evans - March 12, 2018 at 08:09 AM

“

Larry...boy could he talk...and I enjoyed every minute of the conversations we had.
Such an interesting man! Renae, I'm so sorry for your loss.

Sarah Brown (Newman) @ Brad's Appliance - March 12, 2018 at 06:46 AM

“

Fortunate we got to spend last Thanksgiving with Larry in the Mountains. He will be
missed.
Fern and Mike

Fern A. - March 11, 2018 at 09:08 PM

“

Thank you, Larry, for being so willing to share your knowledge with me whenever I
had a question. You taught me more over beers at the Icehouse than I ever learned
in school. I will miss the opportunity to pick your brain again, but I will share what I
have learned with anyone who craves the same knowledge.
Dan M.

Daniel Monroe - March 11, 2018 at 11:39 AM

“

We rode with Larry & Renae many times on trips we've taken. He was the most
gracious, generous, and kind man I have ever known. We love you & miss you and
your smile. So sad. Sorry you took this trip before us. Ride like the wind Larry.

Deborah Vaught - March 11, 2018 at 11:17 AM

“

Larry was my second cousin but since we were so close in age we felt like first
cousins.
Larry & my brother Steve were the same age & had the same personalities. They
could talk about anything to anyone! We spent many fun times at Larry's grand
mother's (my Aunt Nora)
Farm in Elnora, and at the annual Bechtel reunion. The last time I saw Larry he came
to my brother's memorial service in 2015.
You all have my deepest sympathy.

Karen Bechtel Beymer - March 10, 2018 at 11:03 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. I worked 8 yrs with Larry at Cook Pharmica. He was a very kind
and patient man. I needed help on chemicals and he was always available. Again
sorry to his family and friends.

Cindy Farmer - March 10, 2018 at 08:57 PM

“

In our lives we will meet many many people. Some will be kind, but it’s not genuine. I
had the pleasure of knowing one of the most genuinely kind person I have ever
known. Unfortunately the Lord chose to take him home. For him, he’s finally at peace
and no longer struggling health issues. For those that are left behind there will be a
huge void in our lives as we may never experience another person so genuine and
special. You will be missed by many. Prayers to you RB. May you find peace that he
is with our Lord in Heaven.

Joy & Jack Canter - March 10, 2018 at 12:55 PM

“

Larry and I were co-workers at Lilly. He had many talents and skilled on anything he
attempted to do. I have many happy memories such as him installing bedliners, storage
rentals and passing us on Interstate 65 delivering Avon products. He was always such a
friendly, happy, intelligent guy. So sorry I can't attend his services as I live in Fl. Larry keep
on keeping on with the Lord.
Barbara Sherrow - March 11, 2018 at 07:32 AM

“

Renae and family, I am so so sorry for your loss. I only met Larry a few times but it was
clear what a kind man he was and how much he loved my dear friend Renae. Prayers and
love from Minnesota to you all in this difficult time. Linda
Linda Mealey-Lohmann - March 11, 2018 at 04:25 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss, I worked with Larry at Cook Pharmica. He was such a kind man.
After I left Cook and Larry saw me out he would come up and give me a big hug. Larry will
be greatly missed by many. RIP my friend
Toni Ward - March 11, 2018 at 05:18 PM

“

I will always be grateful to Larry for hiring my son at Lilly. I worked around Larry for many
years in B132 and he was always a great guy to talk with and a wealth of information both
on the job and off. I'm really sad to hear of his passing. He will be missed.
Michael Paddack - September 07, 2018 at 07:18 PM

“

Sorry to hear of the passing of another dear cousin! Prayers for the Family!

Jim Bechtel - March 10, 2018 at 09:38 AM

