James V. "Jim" Miller
January 15, 1940 - July 23, 2019

Lifetime resident, James V. Miller, who was known as a dedicated family man,
extraordinary schoolteacher, coach, practical joker and all-around great guy, passed from
this life at 12:30 pm on Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at the age of 79, surrounded by his loving
family. Jim was born on January 15, 1940, in Indianapolis, Indiana, and was the son of the
late James LaVerne Miller and Ellen Ann (Patterson) Miller Smart.
He lived his entire life in Martinsville and loved every minute of being an Artesian. Jim
graduated from Martinsville High School with the class of 1958 and in June of that year, he
enlisted in the U.S. Army. He served his country with bravery from June 1958 – August
1962 in the 82nd Airborne Infantry Division and was honorably discharged after four years
and eight days as a PFC E-3. While on furlough in 1959, Jim met the love of his life, Kay
Ellen (Francis). The two went three years before he was discharged, reconnecting in
1962. Their courtship lasted one year, and they were married in Mooresville, Indiana, on
August 11, 1963.
Immediately after Jim was discharged from the military, he gained employment at Western
Electric in Indianapolis where he worked before returning to school. He earned his
bachelors and a master’s degree in education from Indiana University and began his fortyyear teaching career in 1966 with the MSD of Martinsville. His love for history, coupled
with his love for children, made him out to be one of the most memorable and fun-loving
US History teachers of all times. During his years at the Martinsville Junior High and West
Middle School, Jim not only enriched his students with his knowledge and passion for
history, he also coached football, basketball and wrestling…. and provided daily
entertainment for staff and students. Jim was also a longtime member of the American
Legion Post #230 in Martinsville.
In Jim’s younger years, he enjoyed fishing, swimming, boating, water skiing and scuba
diving. Living many years on the lake awarded Jim the opportunity to do ‘everything
water’, which he loved, especially taking his grandchildren skiing and tubing. When he
wasn’t on the water, he was usually buried in a good book, reading history magazines,
working in his vegetable garden, ‘manicuring his yard’ or watching football and basketball,
specifically IU Football, IU Basketball, the Indianapolis Colts or the Chicago Bears.
Jim has left his ‘footprint’ on countless lives and will be missed deeply by his many friends,

students and loving family. He is survived by his wife and soulmate of fifty-five years, Kay
Ellen Miller of Martinsville; two daughters, Kelley (husband, Phil) Tortorice of Carmel, IN
and Sherry (husband, Mike) Erne of Chicago; son, Bradley Miller of Martinsville; five
grandchildren, Katie (husband, Ben) Kauffman of Holland, MI, Audrey Tortorice of Carmel,
IN, and Sarah, Samantha and William Erne all of Chicago; one brother, Larry (wife,
Suzanne) Wayman of Indianapolis, IN; two sisters, Debbie Terpstra of Florida and Mary
(husband, Ed) Fobian of Nevada and his beloved cat, Sadie.
Family and friends are invited to visit on Saturday, July 27th from 4:00 -7:00 pm at Neal &
Summers Funeral and Cremation Center in Martinsville. Members of the military honor
guard will conduct a service at the conclusion of the visitation, beginning at promptly 7:00
pm at the funeral home for family and friends. In honoring Jim’s wishes, there will be no
funeral service and he will be laid to rest following a private committal service in New
South Park Cemetery in Martinsville.
The family has requested that contributions be made in Jim’s memory in lieu of flowers to
either the Morgan County Humane Society, Red Barn, Desert Rose or the American
Cancer Society. Envelopes will be provided at the funeral home.
Memories and condolences may be shared with the Miller family online at
www.nealandsummers.com
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Neal & Summers Mortuary - July 26, 2019 at 10:05 PM

“

Several years ago, Chuck and I had to move to California for Chuck's work. Phil
stayed in Indy.
Christmas came. Kay and Jim took Phil into their home and treated him as their own
and he had a wonderful Holiday. I had a chance to thank Jim for this about 3 years
ago, and I am eternally grateful for that. We will never forget.
Chuck and Ethel Tortorice

Ethel Tortorice - August 03, 2019 at 08:42 PM

“

105 files added to the album LifeTributes

Neal & Summers Mortuary - July 26, 2019 at 09:54 PM

“

Jim was my brother-in-law for over 50 years. He was always loving, kind and helpful.
I could have looked for 50yrs and not have found a better brother and sister in-law
than Jim and Kay.
He was a wonderful uncle to Johnny and Jason. H'e spent many hours taking them
skiing, knee boarding and boat ridding. He never lost his temper with them or got
irritated when they didn't catch on to what he was teaching them to do.
In short, Jim was most likely not a perfect man but to me and Larry and our two sons
he was as close as one can get to perfect.
Suzanne Wayman

Suzanne - July 26, 2019 at 11:01 AM

“

Jim was a classmate and a friend. Kay and family, please accept our sincere sympathies
for this special man’s passing. We know his passing will leave a void in your families that
only God and time can lessen. Sincerely, Ralph and Ann Foley
Ralph and Ann Foley - July 27, 2019 at 04:41 PM

“

Jim, Mr. Miller , Coach Miller these were all the names I knew you by. I loved and respected
you dearly. I appreciate everything you taught me in class ( greatest US history class in the
world) and on the football field. Your kindness your laughter your friendship and your
teachings I will carry with me the rest of my life. Kay,Kelly ,Sherry and Brad I feel your loss
and I send my sincere condolences to you all. I think I can speak for anyone who had
Coach Miller in class or was taught by him when I say Thank you for sharing him with us.
PJ Twardoski - July 28, 2019 at 12:54 PM

“

He was my favorite teacher in middle school. He made learning fun. He told a story
about he and his friends knocking over outhouses as a boy. An old man moved the
outhouse back and when they went to tip it over Jim fell into the septic pit. His “
friends” left him and the old man ,who had set the trap ,had to get him out.
He
cared about kids, when most of the other teachers didn’t. Thank you Mr.Miller.
Hopefully we will all meet again sometime.

Brent Cole - July 26, 2019 at 02:17 AM

“

I am so glad i had a chance to meet you as you had me and generations of my family
in your classroom. You were an inspiration to all of us. You will be missed by many
the world lost a unique man thank you for your years of service and what you gave to
all of us

Jennifer Schmidt - July 25, 2019 at 11:53 PM

“

Brooke Record lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Brooke Record - July 25, 2019 at 08:00 PM

“

Barbara Briant lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Barbara Briant - July 25, 2019 at 04:40 PM

“

Mr. Miller was my hands down favorite teacher at West Middle School. His passion
for people and history stoked a lifelong love of the subject for me, and contributed
significantly to my decision to pursue a career of service in the military. He is one of a
very small handful of people I could credit with the arc my life has taken, and I will be
forever in his debt. There are few people who can look back on such a rich life of
meaningful contributions to so many young people.

Elijah Myers - July 25, 2019 at 04:35 PM

“

Mr Miller was by far one of my favorite and most memorable teachers. He was my
inspiration to become a teacher and I tried to model his teaching methods in my
classroom.
One memory that sticks out is when he had tickets to see "The Boss"! He dressed up
like Bruce, jumped up on his desk and starting singing "Born in the USA"!
He will truly be missed. God bless your precious family,
Lisa Gross Campbell

Lisa Summers Campbell - July 25, 2019 at 02:07 PM

“

So so sorry for your loss. I had him as a teacher in school. I was Class if 78.

Ginny Gill - July 25, 2019 at 11:10 AM

“

My heart goes out to the Miller family. Mr. Miller was the best. Some of my fondest
memories were at West Middle School. He will be missed by so many. Sweet Kay I
am so sorry for your loss. When I worked in the office you always made me smile.
The birthday brick.. the board stretcher you all sent me to find lol Mr. Miller was in on
that one. Great memories.

Robin Stewart - July 25, 2019 at 10:13 AM

“

Terresa Terry lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Terresa Terry - July 25, 2019 at 07:20 AM

“

One of my favorite teachers of all times!!!! He was always so sweet and would mess
with us kids, and we loved it!!!! Rest In Peace Mr Miller ......... my family and I will
have your family in our thoughts and prayers!!!!

Leisa Newman Peals - July 25, 2019 at 01:35 AM

“

One of the most memorable teachers I ever had ! Mr Miller made coming to school
so much fun....

josie ferguson - July 25, 2019 at 12:03 AM

“

Robin Green lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Robin Green - July 24, 2019 at 11:33 PM

“

I have nothing but good memories of Mr. Miller from sports to the classroom. He was
a wonderful man and educator.

Brian M Hine - July 24, 2019 at 11:18 PM

“

Mighty Mouse was a great teacher. Helped straighten me out ( a little bit ). Tom
Suhrheinrich

Tom Suhrheinrich - July 24, 2019 at 10:44 PM

“

I can remember in Jr. high there was Mr. Miller, Mr. Neal & Mr. Isenberg, they were
always laughing & cutting up and making school fun. In the summer right before
school would start back up a friend & I would go in and help him & Mr. Isenberg get
their room ready. Mr. Miller was always pulling pranks on us kids and we knew when
he was serious too. That was back when teachers loved their students and the
students respected their teachers. R.I.P.Mr. Miller, fly high with the Angels!

Terri Thacker Gilbreath - July 24, 2019 at 10:25 PM

“

David Lopossa lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

David Lopossa - July 24, 2019 at 10:21 PM

“

Such a wonderful teacher. He laughed and joked making everyday fun! He touched
many lives.

susan bower perry - July 24, 2019 at 09:38 PM

“

I don't think anyone who went to west doesn't smile when they think of Mr Miller.
Each of us has a story or two of how he touched our lives. Laughing is how I will
always remember him. I'm so blessed to have known him.

Wendy Laymon - July 24, 2019 at 09:29 PM

“

Jim was like a big brother........teasing and tormenting, and all in fun! He will be
missed greatly!
Dianna Moss

Dianna Moss - July 24, 2019 at 09:11 PM

“

He was a most wonderful teacher. He brought so much joy to the students. Prayers
for the family and friends.

Lori Schoolcraft Suter - July 24, 2019 at 08:09 PM

“

What a great teacher one I’ll never forget. He was always ready to help with a
smile,laugh or joke. He made our lifes better each and every day. Thanks Mr. Miller.
My thoughts and prayers go out to your family. God bless. Class of 1976

jeff rose - July 24, 2019 at 07:10 PM

“

Such a great teacher and friend love the jokes an the history he would teach an all in all it
was how he taught he made it fun an interesting to learn R.I.P u will be missed
Michelle miller - July 24, 2019 at 07:17 PM

“

Garon Craig lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Garon Craig - July 24, 2019 at 07:09 PM

“

Me miller was an amazing teacher. He will truly be missed.

Garon Craig - July 24, 2019 at 07:09 PM

“

I never had Jim as a teacher because he was my neighbor. I knew him to be a great
father, an excellent friend, and loved by many. Every Halloween he let kids toilet
paper and soap his house - inside and out. He enjoyed it more than anyone. He was
truly one of a kind. My sincerest condolences to Kay, Kelley, Sherry, Brad and
families.

Randa - July 24, 2019 at 07:04 PM

“

My brother Rick and I were just talking about Mr. Miller 2 weeks ago. Rick told me
how Mr. Miller was such a passionate teacher and he believes having Mr. Miller as a
teacher is the reason he loves history to this day. He was genuine and brought his A
game everyday. Thank you Mr. Miller for caring and choosing to teach and inspire us
all that had the honor of being your student.

Kim Seals Parks - July 24, 2019 at 07:03 PM

“

Mr. Miller was an excellent teacher and person. He will be missed very
much...prayers

Sheila Whitaker - July 24, 2019 at 07:01 PM

“

Mr. Miller was a fantastic teacher! He was always smiling and he had a wonderful
sense of humor. Our thoughts and prayers are with him and his family, may God
bless you all.

Rachael Weaver Brooks - July 24, 2019 at 06:41 PM

“

He was an amazing teacher who cared for his students. He will be greatly missed

Misty Cass - July 24, 2019 at 06:25 PM

“

Jim Miller was one of the best teachers I have ever seen. He was able to motivate
students to achieve beyond their expectations. He cared for each student he had and
they knew it. For me as a young school administrator, I relied on him to give me
guidance on the needs of a new school that had unique problems in those early
years. I will always remember his smiling face and his willingness to do what was
needed to make “West the Best”. Jim, you will be missed.
Earl Williams

Earl Williams - July 24, 2019 at 05:26 PM

“

Mr. Miller had a huge impact on my life to this very day. He’s partly the reason I’ve
spent 20 years Active Duty Military. A few weeks into his class, he may have kicked
me out of class and threatened to paddle me, but that woke me up. The next day he
granted me permission to take the reigns as news anchor for our school news
program. Then assigned us to interview a war Veteran who inspired me to join the Air
Force. Thank you Mr.Miller for your service to the school district and thanks for
everything you’ve done for me! Rest peacefully.

Ryan - July 24, 2019 at 05:17 PM

“

Mr. Miller had a big affect on me in school. He was an amazing teacher and mentor.
He really cared about his students. He will be missed.

Christina Drake - July 24, 2019 at 05:13 PM

“

Mr. Miller was such a big part of my teenage years not only as a teacher but as a
coach and mentor. I had the honor of having him all three years for home room so
got to know him more than others. I am saddened to hear this because he was truly
a great man! Will miss you Coach!!

marty poe - July 24, 2019 at 05:10 PM

“

Mr. Miller was my history teacher at West Middle school. Always a laugh and smile.
He made learning fun. Then years later he taught my children and coached my son
along with Rob Helms in Football at the middle school also. He was a large part of
people’s lives in Martinsville. I personally don’t know anyone who doesn’t remember
a fond memory of him. Fly High ant Miller. You left your mark for sure!

cheri Simpson - July 24, 2019 at 05:07 PM

“

Mr. Miller was one of my absolute favorite teachers in junior high. He instilled a love
of history in me that I carry to this day — and I teach middle school social studies.
Prayers for this inspiring man’s family in this sad time.

Nancy Meehan - July 24, 2019 at 04:46 PM

“

He was one of my favorite teachers at West Middle. He was so nice and funny and
he actually cared for his students. He will be greatly missed!

Melissa Gunn - July 24, 2019 at 04:34 PM

“

In 1970 I started teaching with Jim! What a great teacher he was and a super good
friend! I will always value his wisdom to a new teacher and his friendship. Rest In
Peace my friend! Steve Neal

Steve Neal - July 24, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Mr Miller was such an amazing teacher! He will forever be a memory in my heart. I
will never forget the excitement I had for his class. I feel like everyone couldn’t wait to
have Mr Miller and Mr Lowe! Such a great pair. My thoughts and prayers go out to
his family and close friends.

Nichole Fowler - July 24, 2019 at 04:27 PM

“

Bob Strader sent a virtual gift in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

bob strader - July 24, 2019 at 04:14 PM

“

Diana Spurgeon lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Diana Spurgeon - July 24, 2019 at 04:11 PM

“

Jeanine Walls-Swafford lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Jeanine Walls-Swafford - July 24, 2019 at 04:02 PM

“

Tammy Goodwin lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Tammy Goodwin - July 24, 2019 at 03:45 PM

“

He was a great teacher,and one of my very favorite, and a funny guy
Tammy Goodwin - July 24, 2019 at 03:55 PM

“

Amber Bryson lit a candle in memory of James V. "Jim" Miller

Amber Bryson - July 24, 2019 at 03:36 PM

“
“

One of my favorite teachers. My heart goes out to his family.
Amber - July 24, 2019 at 03:36 PM

Mr. Miller was my social study teacher and he was so good you could tell he was ha I
guess fun! We need more teachers like him!
Mark Ferguson - July 24, 2019 at 05:18 PM

“
“

You could tell he was having fun!
Mark Ferguson - July 24, 2019 at 05:20 PM

He was my history teacher. I loved history and he always made you want to learn more by
the way he taught. He made it interesting and you were always on the edge of your seat.
He expected a lot from me and he got it. Unfortunately he expected the same from my
brother and sister. He always compared me to them. He was one of the best teachers I
have ever known.
Donna - July 24, 2019 at 06:58 PM

“

My daughter Sabrina had Mr. Miller when she was in school. She said he was hilarious and
a very good teacher. He made going to school in his class fun.
Barbara Briant - July 25, 2019 at 04:40 PM

“

I knew him as Coach Miller, he was my teacher and coach back in 8th grade 1978/1979.
He was there for me, when my best friends mother passed away and was a great example
how people should care for one another. Thanks Coach for everything!
Steve Adams
Steve Adams - July 27, 2019 at 05:20 PM

