Doris Anita Patton
October 31, 1934 - August 17, 2019

Doris Anita Patton, 84, of Martinsville, passed from this life on Saturday, August 17th,
2019 at Franciscan St. Francis Hospital in Indianapolis surrounded by her family. She was
born on October 31st, 1934 to the late Hallie Lorraine (Presley) and Raymond Lowder in
Martinsville.
Doris graduated from Martinsville High School with the class of 1950. She received a
bachelor’s degree in music education and later a master’s degree in education from
Indiana University. With a passion for education, Mrs. Patton opened Tiny Tots Private
School in Martinsville where she shaped the minds of children for over 32 years.
Additionally, she taught music at the former Martinsville East Middle School, taught private
music lessons, and owned and operated Martinsville Travel Agency. She was an
entrepreneur at heart.
Doris was energized in time spent outdoors. In her later years, she loved watching the
seasons change and had a great love for animals. She enjoyed playing her drums and
anything involving music. She was always on the go and loved to travel and explore new
places. Most importantly, she adored her family and delighted in time spent with them.
She especially enjoyed being part of a large loving extended family; being grand aunt to
her niece’s children and grandchildren.
She is survived by her loving family including son, Charlie Patton of Santa Monica,
California; daughter, Kristin (husband, John) Pratt of Middletown, Maryland; brother, Keys
Lowder of Martinsville; sisters, Virginia Call of Martinsville and Wanda (husband, Don)
Bolle of Summerfield, Florida; grandchildren, Christopher Patton, Wesley Patton, and
Chandler Patton; and niece Shelley (husband Aaron) Harwell of Monrovia.
She was preceded in death by her parents, Raymond and Hallie; son, Michael Patton; and
sister, Betty Jo Rutledge.
In keeping with her wishes, her earthly remains have been cremated and there are no
services scheduled at this time. At a later date, her cremated remains will be scattered
into the ocean off the coast of California.
The family would like to ask those who knew and loved Doris to please do a kind deed or
act of kindness in memory of her. Maybe do something that Doris enjoyed doing, such as
reading to children, singing to children, donating books to the local library, or donating time

or supplies to the Morgan County Humane Society.
Online condolences and memories maybe shared with the Patton family at
www.nealandsummers.com.

Comments

“

Doris was a great lady and an incredible educator. I went to Tiny Tots and remember
she made everyday special. Prayers to her family. She will be greatly missed.

Shelli (Gray) Hazel - August 24, 2019 at 04:32 PM

“

Donna Wells Morris lit a candle in memory of Doris Anita Patton

Donna Wells Morris - August 23, 2019 at 12:33 AM

“

I went to Tiny Tots and Michael was a good friend of mine. My condolences to the
Patton family

Sandra Terrell - August 22, 2019 at 09:10 PM

“

Jami McGill lit a candle in memory of Doris Anita Patton

Jami McGill - August 22, 2019 at 03:06 PM

“

I first met Doris years ago when we were in Anything Goes. She was so talented and
such a vibrant person. Doris opened her home to members of the cast and crew and
became such a great mentor. She was a wonderful and loving person and
contributed many things to the community. Doris’s presence will always be
remembered by the people she touched throughout her life.

Tim Henderson - August 21, 2019 at 10:42 PM

“

Charlie, Kristen , Shelley & Aaron, I’m speechless. Never met a woman so
WONDERFUL as Aunt Doris... I love you all & will be praying for everyone...

josie Ferguson - August 21, 2019 at 07:03 PM

“

Thank you for being such a great mom to all and also letting me drive your Porsche.
You'll be missed a lot. Love you forever.

Murat Ortun - August 21, 2019 at 03:23 PM

“

I remember my mom, June Hochstetler, working for Doris at the Tiny Tots Daycare.
Also she helped start the MerryMac Players. She was in the first play they did. I also
babysat for all the Patton children. We had a great time watching Sammy Terry on
Friday evenings.
I am so sorry for your loss.

Karen Cadwell - August 21, 2019 at 02:49 PM

“

Doris was the first female drummer in the IU jazz band. She was the "little blonde
white girl" who hung out with David Baker in the black jazz nightclubs in the 1950's.
She was my wife's "Maid-of-Honor" at our wedding. We played a lot of music
together. She was really talented, with a great sense of humor, and loved everybody
(and was beloved by everybody). She will be missed by us all, but we shared faith in
Jesus Christ, and we'll see her again (at that big "jam session" in heaven). RIP.
(Denny & Jackie Champlin)

Dennis Champlin - August 21, 2019 at 01:39 PM

“

Doris had the coolest of any mom car’s when I was young. Doris told me it would
pass anything but a gas station

Rob Townsend - August 21, 2019 at 12:02 PM

“

Jack Finney lit a candle in memory of Doris Anita Patton

Jack Finney - August 21, 2019 at 10:20 AM

“

Bobbie (Baugh) Zimmerman sent a virtual gift in memory of Doris Anita Patton

Bobbie (Baugh) Zimmerman - August 21, 2019 at 09:51 AM

“

Doris was a teacher to my son before he entered kindergarten and helped him so
much. Then she became a friend who I adored. My condolences to the family.
Jeanie Caywood

Jeanie Caywood - August 21, 2019 at 04:32 AM

“

Mrs Patton was the neatest teacher we had so much fun,taking the kids on summer
outings she made everything fun.I learned so much from her and Mrs.Call,loved her
dearly and thought of her many times through the years,Tiny Tots was such a great
school,I worked for her and Mrs.Call for over seven years,Lots of laughs and great
memories,RIP Mrs.Patton,I know your playing beautiful music in heaven.
Patty Owens

Patty Owens - August 20, 2019 at 11:05 PM

“

So so sorry to hear of Mrs Patton’s passing. She was my Kindergarten teacher at
Tiny Tots in 1965 and then was a preschool Teacher for my kids. Kristin and Charlie
she was such a kind person and you were blessed to have her as your mother. Hugs
to you both and know that there are many people with fond memories of your Mom.

Ginny Parks Gill - August 20, 2019 at 07:49 PM

“
“

Don’t really know you but I feel like I do. So sorry for your loss. My family will say prayers.
Lee - August 20, 2019 at 10:05 PM

I took voice lessons from Doris in Junior High at her home. She was lovely person and a
great teacher. RIP Doris
Sharon "Foster" Bowles - August 21, 2019 at 11:14 AM

“

Rest in Peace, Doris.
Doris, Trish Mentink, and I had a little trio gig in Broad Ripple at the Midtown Grill in the Fall
of 1998, and she and Trish sang jazz standards while I back them up on guitar. Doris was a
sweet soul, and a wonderfully talented musician. I enjoyed her stories of her college days
with my mentor, David Baker, who directed IU's jazz program for decades. Condolences

and Peace to all her family and friends.
Brent McPike
Brent McPike - August 21, 2019 at 02:31 PM

“

I am so sad to hear about her passing! She had quite an impact on me at a very young
age. She helped me come out of a crippling shyness after an illness, by offering a
chocolate chip cookie to me at Tiny Tots. The kicker was, I could have it, but I had to say
Thank You! I will always remember her teaching manners and etiquette at Kindergarten.
We were instructed and monitored while we ate popcorn,one piece at a time! I was
fortunate to have her as my Kindergarten teacher, I also took piano lessons from her, as
well as violin lessons. She was classy, graceful, talented and so cool! I remember her being
fair and loving, but there were rules. She was a cheerleader for every child she taught. I
cant imagine how many lives she touched and hope she gave to so many! Loved Mrs.
Patton!
Jami McGill - August 22, 2019 at 03:02 PM

