Richard Lee Hamilton
October 1, 1942 - December 16, 2018

A lifelong resident and community volunteer, Richard Lee Hamilton, age 76 of Martinsville,
passed from this life on Sunday, December 16, 2018 at 2:37 pm surrounded by his loving
family and in the comfort of his own home. Richard was one of six children born to the late
Albert Milo and DeLena Iris (Branam) Hamilton. He was born Thursday, October 1, 1942
in Indianapolis, Indiana.
Richard moved to Martinsville at the age of four. He graduated from Martinsville High
School with the class of 1962 and on July 2, 1966 he married the love of his life, Joyce
Kay (Griffin) Hamilton.
Richard was no stranger to work and spent many years as owner/operator of R.L.
Hamilton & Sons Roofing Company in Martinsville. He roofed countless commercial and
residential buildings throughout the 1970’s and 1980’s. Richard also drove a school bus
for the MSD of Martinsville and worked for the Indiana State Highway Department, finally
retiring in 1997.
Richard’s career life was admirable, yet his life as a community volunteer and leader was
what will forever be remembered and respected. He was a member of the River Valley
Christian Church, Sons of the American Legion Post #230, Martinsville Elks Lodge #1349,
a charter and lifetime member of the Morgan County Antique Machinery Association,
where he had served as president, vice president and was a current board member and a
35-year member of the Morgan County Fair Board. During his years on the fair board,
Richard served as Vice President, he built countless fair buildings and other structures,
and was singlehandedly the most instrumental person in our current day Demolition
Derby, bringing structure, safety and regulation. Richard was the longest running
Demolition Derby Superintendent in the history of the Morgan County Fair and was
inducted into the Morgan County Fair Hall of Fame in 2017.
In his younger years, Richard was well-known as an avid and accomplished drag racer
and a well-respected little league basketball and softball coach. He had a love for children,
drawing him into coaching and years of 4-H. He himself was a 10-year 4-H Member and
had been awarded Reserve Grand Champion Steer.
Those who knew him would undoubtedly agree that Richard’s love for his family and
community was evident and worthy, though his willingness to help others will forever be

revered.
As his health faded over the past several years, Richard was blessed to have the time to
dedicate to his grandchildren, in which he treasured. He also enjoyed collecting antique
farm toys, canes and yardsticks.
He will be greatly missed by the entire community, as well as his family and friends
including his wife of fifty-two years, Joyce Hamilton of Martinsville; daughter, Becki (Kim
Brennan) Hamilton of Martinsville; son, Tyler (Melissa) Hamilton of Martinsville; two
sisters, Helen (Frank) Dean of Gosport and Phyllis (Fred) Fleener of Martinsville; five
grandchildren, Shane, Taylor and Morgan Hamilton, Allison (Jeremy) Bailey and Madison
Bales and one great grandson, Hudson Bailey.
Family and friends are invited to visit on Wednesday, December 19, 2018 from 4-8:00 PM
and one hour prior to the funeral on Thursday at Neal & Summers Funeral and Cremation
Center, Martinsville. Rev. Kevin Able will conduct a service celebrating Richard’s life on
Thursday at 11:00 AM at the funeral home and he will be laid to rest following the service
in New South Park Cemetery, Martinsville.
Memorial contributions may be made in lieu of flowers to the Morgan County Fair, c/o Neal
& Summers. Condolences and memories may be shared with the Hamilton family online
at www.nealandsummers.
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Comments

“

A tribute video has been added.

Neal & Summers Mortuary - December 18, 2018 at 05:03 PM

“

Michael Whitaker lit a candle in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

michael whitaker - December 23, 2018 at 05:28 AM

“

3 files added to the album LifeTributes

Neal & Summers Mortuary - December 19, 2018 at 12:58 PM

“

You all are in our thoughts and prayers .

Roy & Stacy Thompson - December 19, 2018 at 09:59 AM

“

Janette Ennis Hodge lit a candle in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Janette Ennis Hodge - December 18, 2018 at 07:36 PM

“

It has been years since we saw each other but know across time and miles I am saying a
prayers for you and your family. Janette Ennis Hodge
Janette Ennis Hodge - December 18, 2018 at 07:43 PM

“

72 files added to the album LifeTributes

Neal & Summers Mortuary - December 18, 2018 at 03:51 PM

“

Marianne Schell sent a virtual gift in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Marianne Schell - December 18, 2018 at 03:28 PM

“

Mike & Sherry Musgrave lit a candle in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Mike & Sherry Musgrave - December 18, 2018 at 11:45 AM

“

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with you.
Mike - December 18, 2018 at 11:46 AM

Richard A Lindsay sent a virtual gift in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Richard A Lindsay - December 18, 2018 at 10:06 AM

“

Renee Perry lit a candle in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Renee Perry - December 18, 2018 at 09:41 AM

“

Richard and his family were neighbors and friends in Baker Twp. We shared the
experience of growing up in a rural farm community which stays with you throughout
your life. Joe and Richard shared a love of antique farm machinery and enjoyed
many fun times talking about that. Richard’s kindness and sincerity will not be
forgotten by Joe and me. Our deepest condolences to a wonderful man and his
family who loves him.

Martha Myers - December 18, 2018 at 08:28 AM

“

I became acquainted with Richard when I went on as a Morgan County Fair Board
director. He and my late husband Leslie had served on the board about the same
length of time. We used to joke because Leslie and I were a couple because of
meeting through the fair and Richard and Joyce were the same. They had met a the

county fair as well. The highlight of the fair for Leslie was spending time visiting with
Richard at the Antique Machinery Barn. I have enjoyed many laughs and fun times
with Richard and Joyce over many hours at the fair. As Richard's health declined I
never once heard him complain. He took pride in the Antique Machinery Barn and
what it offered the fair goers (especially the kids). My deepest condolences to Joyce
and the family and know that Richard's presence will be definitely missed at his much
loved county fair.
Ellen Wilson-Pruitt - December 18, 2018 at 08:14 AM

“

2 Timothy 4:7-8. I have fought the good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith. RIP dear friend. Our thoughts and prayers for Joyce and family.

COL(R) Steve Koons - December 17, 2018 at 09:30 PM

“

Richard and Joyce were our first neighbors. They let us use their water when we
were fixing up our first home on Columbus Street, offered to hold our babies while we
worked, never told us how nuts we were to buy the place, and always made us
laugh. I loved talking to them and thought of them as great, honest, sweet people.
We will be thinking of you, Joyce! I am so sorry to hear this!

Shawna Prather - December 17, 2018 at 09:02 PM

“

Joyce and family, I am so sorry for your loss. Praying for comfort for you all. I
apologize that I won’t be able to attend the viewing as I work a late shift on
Wednesday. My prayers are with you and your family!
Simi Ferguson

Simi Ferguson - December 17, 2018 at 07:34 PM

“

Joyce and family, Gods Grace and Peace. What a life Richard lived here. I can only
imagine what he's doing now. I truly can picture it. Love you all so very much. What a
blessing Richard and all f you are to me and my family. Love you

Doug Arthur - December 17, 2018 at 07:15 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Lisa Cameron - December 17, 2018 at 06:36 PM

“

Dear Joyce and family, thinking of you and hoping you find peace in all the beautiful
memories of Richard. Sending love and hugs. Jim, Mimi and Corbin

Mimi Pearce - December 17, 2018 at 06:32 PM

“

Joyce and family,
So sorry to hear of your loss, especially at this time of year. Richard was always such
a special person. They just don't make 'em like him anymore.
Gods blessings on all of you.
With love and prayers, Becky and Frank Bock

Rebecca Bock - December 17, 2018 at 04:28 PM

“

Jack Finney lit a candle in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Jack Finney - December 17, 2018 at 03:53 PM

“

Joy Williams sent a virtual gift in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Joy Williams - December 17, 2018 at 03:51 PM

“

2 files added to the album Memories Album

Connie Etter - December 17, 2018 at 01:51 PM

“

So sorry! Richard was my bus driver back in the day. Great person!

Teresa Houchin - December 17, 2018 at 01:24 PM

“

My prayers go out to you. I had the opportunity to work with Richard many years ago
at INDOT. He was a really nice man. Heaven has gained another angel.

Teresa Galyan Griffin - December 17, 2018 at 12:57 PM

“

Prayers to you Joyce, Becky and Tyler.

julie griffin steinway - December 17, 2018 at 12:33 PM

“

I’m so sorry to hear this. I have many fond memories of living across the street from
Richard. He was always so nice to me.

Julie Griffin - December 17, 2018 at 12:32 PM

“

Bobbie Zimmerman sent a virtual gift in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Bobbie Zimmerman - December 17, 2018 at 12:14 PM

“

I was just thinking about him this morning and wondering how he was doing. I am so
sorry to hear this for your entire family. Godspeed and be with you Richard rest in
peace.
Officer T. Fisher

Todd Fisher - December 17, 2018 at 11:15 AM

“

I didn't know Richard but my condolence goes out to you anyway as I know it's hard
this time of the year may God bless

Donna Rondeau - December 17, 2018 at 10:34 AM

“

Joyce & kids,
I’m so sorry to hear about Richard. I have so many fond memories of him, especially
at the derbies. Praying God wraps his loving arms around all of you & gives you
peace, comfort & strength during these difficult times.

Terri Thacker Gilbreath - December 17, 2018 at 10:14 AM

“

“

We are so sorry for your loss.
Barbara Schoolcraft - December 17, 2018 at 11:17 AM

Bob Strader sent a virtual gift in memory of Richard Lee Hamilton

Bob Strader - December 17, 2018 at 10:04 AM

