James J. Ward
July 2, 1936 - March 6, 2019

James J. Ward, 82, of Franklin and formerly of Martinsville, was called home to be with
Jesus on Wednesday, March 6, 2019 while in the comfort of his own home and with his
loved ones by his side. Jim was one of eighteen children born to the late Alfred and Stella
(Fryman) Ward. He was born in Indianapolis, Indiana, on Thursday, July 2, 1936.
Jim’s younger years were spent in Morgan County, where he attended school and
graduated from Eminence High School with the class of 1954. During his early twenties,
Jim married Olla Mae (Brown) Ward; she preceded him in death in 1976. On June 3, 1977
he was blessed to have another chance at love and married Marjorie E. (Sichting) Ward.
The two shared nearly forty-two years of marriage, laughter, a combined family, and a
mutual love for Jesus.
Jim spent most of his working career as a mechanic and eventually retired as a shop
manager from McGuire International in Columbus, Indiana. He was a longtime and
dedicated member of the Fair Haven Christian Church in Franklin, where he had served
as deacon, elder and Sunday School teacher. He absolutely loved attending church
services, sharing the love of Jesus Christ, making metal crosses and spending time with
his family and friends. He cherished family reunions every summer and never missed
giving the prayer before a meal!
He will be deeply missed by his wife, Marjorie Ward of Franklin, IN; son, Bruce (wife,
Rebecca) Ward of Indianapolis, IN; three daughters, Connie Hawkins of Franklin, IN,
Emily (husband, Mike) Ketner of Hope, IN and Jenny (husband, Josh) Arthur of Columbus,
IN; four brothers, Bill Ward, Carl (wife, Avis) Ward, Oscar (wife, Tanny) Ward and
Raymond (wife, Peggy ) Ward all of Indiana; four sisters, Kay (husband, Ken) Seipp of
Florida, Marion (husband, Marvin) Baldwin, Carolyn (husband, Gary) Broadstreet and
Opal (husband, Mike) Chambers all of Indiana; ten grandchildren and nine great
grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his first wife, Olla Mae; one son, James Jeffrey Ward; five
brothers, Paul, Edgar and John Ward and infant twins; four sisters, Helen and Marie Ward,
Louise Parks and Barbara Wiltermood and one grandson, Brian Michael Arthur.
Family and friends are invited to visit on Sunday, March 10th from 3:00 pm – 6:00 pm and
on Monday, March 11th from 10:00 am – 11:00 am at the Fair Haven Christian Church,

1476 W. 300 South in Franklin, Indiana. A service celebrating the life and witness of Jim
will be on Monday, March 11th beginning at 11:00 am at the church in Franklin. He will be
laid to rest in Forest Lawn Memory Gardens in Greenwood, Indiana, following the funeral
service.
The Ward family has requested that contributions be made in Jim’s memory in lieu of
flowers to the Fair Haven Christian Church.
Condolences and memories may be shared with the family online at
www.nealandsummers.com
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Comments

“

Dear Marjorie and family,
I’m sorry not to be there in person to give you a hug and tell you we love you. I’m
thankful for Jim’s faithful witness for Jesus and the hope we have to meet again!
Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers.
God bless you,
Melanie, JB, & Rose

Melanie O'Neal - March 11 at 01:37 PM

“

Very sorry to hear of Jim's passing. He and Marjorie were great neighbors and I
always enjoyed their fish fries when the family would spend a spring weekend fishing
bluegill. Jim was a fine man and my thoughts and prayers are with the entire family.
Scott Strietelmeier

Scott Strietelmeier - March 11 at 01:25 AM

“

We were so sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. He was a good mentor and faithful
servant. You are in our prayers.
Don and Judy Beck

judy beck - March 09 at 01:57 PM

“

8 files added to the album Memories Album

Funeral Director - March 09 at 10:33 AM

“

We are sorry to say, we don't remember Jim, but we do know several of his younger
siblings and would like to just express our sincere sympathy in your loss. We are so
happy he was a Christian and that you will all have the opportunity to be together
again one day. Our prayers are with you all.

Donald and Mary Knoy - March 08 at 01:17 PM

“

Marjorie I am Sheila Grays brother (didnt know if you knew Sheila passed away last
September 18) My thoughts and prayers to you and the family during this time. Jim
being an Eminence boy, was from a good family and know you both were active in
things together. Will be thinking of you during this time of loss!
Keith Gray
Martinsville

Keith Gray - March 08 at 06:45 AM

